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Overview

ÅFederal Funding

ïDiscretionary Grants

ïFederal Grants 

ÅState Funding

ÅQ&A



Federal Funding Opportunities

ÅFederal Funds

ïFormula Funding (e.g., CDBG, highway 

funding, Title I education funding) 

ïCompetitive Grants (e.g., AFG, Bryne)

ïDiscretionary Grants



Discretionary Grants

According to the Rules of the House of Representatives, 
a Congressional Earmark is a provision or report 
language included primarily at the request of a Member, 
Delegate, Resident Commissioner, or Senator providing, 
authorizing or recommending a specific amount of 
discretionary budget authority, credit authority, or other 
spending authority for a contract, loan, loan guarantee, 
grant, loan authority, or other expenditure with or to an 
entity, or targeted to a specific State, locality or 
Congressional district, other than through a statutory or 
administrative formula driven or competitive award 
process.



Federal Funding Process

ÅBudget Resolution

ïAn outline or blueprint for the appropriations 

process

ÅAppropriations Bills

ïFunds all federal programs and departments

ïEach bill must pass the House and Senate 

and be signed by the President



Discretionary Grant Application 

Process
Å Applicants apply to Congresswoman Halvorsonôs office for discretionary grants for fiscal year 

2011 (Feb. 12th)

Å Congresswoman Halvorson uses the information in the applications to apply to the each of the 12 
Appropriations Subcommittees for discretionary grants and posts projects on her website (March)

Å Appropriations Subcommittees decides which projects to fund and at what amount (April-May)

Å Appropriations Subcommittees release each bill with projects, amounts, and the name of the 
Member requesting the project (May-June)

Å Subcommittees report the bills out of the Subcommittee, Committees report the bills out of 
Committee, the House and Senate consider and pass each bill (May-July)

Å Bills sent to Conference Committee to work out the differences (June-September)

Å Bills sent back to House and Senate to approve (July-September)

Å Bills sent to the President to be signed (September)

Å Funding released to local organizations who received discretionary grants (3-4 months after 
President signs the bills)  



Appropriations Bills

ÅThere are 12 appropriations bills that fund 
all federal departments and programs:
ï Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and Drug Administration, and Related 

Agencies (Ag);

ï Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies (CJS);

ï Defense (DoD);

ï Energy and Water Development, and Related Agencies (Energy);

ï Financial Services and General Government (Financial Services);

ï Homeland Security Appropriations (HS);

ï Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies (Interior);

ï Departments of Labor, Health and Human Services, Education, and Related 
Agencies (LaborHHS);

ï Legislative Branch (Leg);

ï Military Construction, Veterans Affairs, and Related Agencies (MilCon VA);

ï State, Foreign Operations, and Related Programs (State and Foreign Ops); and

ï Department of Transportation, and Housing and Urban Development, and 
Related Agencies (THUD).



What is an Account?

ÅAn account is where discretionary grants 

are located.

ÅBill (CJS)

ïDepartment (DOJ)

ÅAccount (OJP-JJ)

ïDiscretionary grant funding



Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related 

Agencies (CJS)

Å Provides funding for the Department of Commerce, Department of Justice, NASA, US 
Trade Representative, and other entities. 

Å There are several accounts where discretionary grants are allowed:
ï Department of Commerce

Å International Trade Administration

Å NOAA-National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

Å National Institute of Standards and Technology

Å Minority Business Development Agency

ï Department of Justice
Å OJP-Byrne Discretionary Grants

Å OJP-Juvenile Justiceðfunding must be used to serve only youth under age 18

Å COPS-Law Enforcement Technology

Å COPS-Meth

Å Office on Violence Against Women

ï NASA

Å The accounts that are most commonly used for discretionary grants are DOJ OJP-Bryne 
Discretionary Grants, and DOJ OJP-Juvenile Justice, COPS-Law Enforcement 
Technology.

Å Historically, the Subcommittee has not provided funding under the CJS bill for bricks and 
mortar which includes construction, renovations, etc nor for the purchase of vehicles.



Energy and Water (Energy)

Å Provides funding for Department of Energy, Army Corps of Engineers, the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission and several other entities

Å There are several accounts where discretionary grants are allowed:
ï Corps of Engineers

ï Department of Energy
Å EERE-Vehicle Technology

Å EERE-Weatherization and Intergovernmental Activities

Å EERE-Building Technology

Å EERE-Industrial Technology

Å EERE-Biomas and Biorefineries Systems R&D

Å EERE-Federal Energy Management Program

Å EERE-Solar Energy

Å EERE-Wind Energy

Å EERE-Geothermal Energy

Å EERE-Water Power Energy

Å EERE-Other

Å Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability

Å Nuclear Energy

Å Nuclear Energy Regulatory Commission

Å Fossil Energy R&D
ï Clean Coal

ï Future Gen

ï Fuels and Power Systems

ï Natural Gas Technologies

ï Petroleum-Oil Technology



Energy and Water (Energy) 

continuedé
Å The accounts that are most commonly used for discretionary grants are the EERE 

accounts and Army Corps of Engineers.

Å Cost sharing or match requirements under Dept of Energy are not based on the 
account but based on the type of project:
ï Research and Development Projects-20% match

ï Demonstration or commercial projects-50% match

ï Outreach and educational projects-0% match

ï Fundamental science projects-0% match

Å Army Corps of Engineer projects must be an authorized project or requested by the 
Army Corps.**  

Å In order to obtain authorization, the project must be included in a list of authorized 
projects under the Water Resources Development Act.

Å This bill is most commonly used to obtain funding for alternative energy projects 
under the Department of Energy or for water resources projects such as water 
restoration, dredging, etc.  



Financial Services and General 

Government (Financial Services);

Å The Financial Services and General Government Appropriations bill 
includes funding for the Department of the Treasury, the Executive 
Office of the President, the judiciary, the District of Columbia, and 26 
independent agencies.

Å There are a few accounts where discretionary grants are allowed, 
but only one account has had more than just a few discretionary 
grants in the last few years:
ï Small Business Administration, Salary and Expenses

Å This bill is new and has only included earmarks the last few years.

Å This bill is mostly used for small business incubation centers, 
economic development centers, small business training, assistance 
and outreach.



Homeland Security (HS)

Å Provides funding for the Department of Homeland Security, which includes 
FEMA, ICE, CBP, and TSA.

Å There are four accounts where discretionary grants are allowed:
ï Coast Guard/Alteration of Bridges
ï FEMA/Predisaster Mitigation
ï FEMA/State and Local Programs/Emergency Operations Center
ï Other

Å The account that is most commonly used for discretionary grants is 
FEMA/State and Local Programs/Emergency Operations Center.

Å FEMA/Predisaster Mitigation and Coast Guard/Alteration of Bridges are 
rarely earmarked and have several statutory requirements.**

Å The ñotherò category is almost never used.  

Å This bill and the EOC account is used to provide funding for EOCôs for 
equipment and in some cases some construction and renovation activities.



Interior, Environment, and Related 

Agencies (Interior)
Å Provides funding for the Department of the Interior (DOI), the Forest Service within 

the Department of Agriculture, the Environmental Protection Agency, and several 
other agencies

Å There are four accounts where discretionary grants are allowed:
ï EPA Environmental Programs and Management

ï EPA Science and Technology

ï EPA Water and Wastewater Infrastructure Grants (STAG)ðmatch of 45% required

ï Save Americaôs Treasures Historic Preservation Programðmatch of 50% required and must 
be deemed nationally significant by the National Park Service

Å The accounts that are most commonly used for discretionary grants are STAG and 
Save Americaôs Treasures Historic Preservation Program.

Å The Subcommittee does not provide discretionary funding for local or state parks or 
recreation programs, operational costs for national parks, wildlife refuges or forests, 
and extremely reluctant to providing funding for science activities.  

Å This bill and specifically the STAG account is mostly used for water and wastewater 
infrastructure grants like upgrade, renovations to degrading piping, sewers, etc.



Departments of Labor, Health and Human 

Services, Education, and Related Agencies 

(LHHS)

Å Provides funding for the Department of Labor, Department of Health and Human Services, the 
Department of Education and several other entities

Å There are several accounts where discretionary grants are allowed:
ï Department of Labor, Employment and Training Administration Pilots, Demonstrations and Research, 

Training and Employment Services Account.

ï Department of Health and Human Services
Å Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA)

ï Health Facilities Construction and Equipment (this is the only account under this bill that construction or bricks and 
mortar funding is eligible) 

ï Health Professions Education and Workforce Development

ï Rural Health Outreach

ï Rural Health Research 

ï Telehealth and Health Information Technology

Å Center for Disease Control and Prevention

Å Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA)

Å Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS)

Å Administration for Children and Families
ï Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment

ï Social Services Research and Demonstration

Å Administration on Aging

Å Office of Minority Health and Office on Womenôs Health

ï Department of Education
Å Elementary and Secondary Education

ï Fund for the Improvement of Education (FIE)

ï Impact Aid

Å Postsecondary Education, Fund for the Improvement of Postsecondary Education (FIPSE)

Å Rehabilitation Services Demonstration and Training Program



Departments of Labor, Health and Human 

Services, Education, and Related Agencies 

(LHHS) continuedé

ÅThe accounts that are most commonly used for discretionary 
grants are HRSA Health facilities, SAMHSA, FIE, FIPSE.

Å The only account that funding for bricks and mortar is allowed 
under is HRSA health facilities.  NO other accounts allow for 
bricks and mortar, construction, or renovations.  

Å Education funding has one additional restriction:  recipients 
may not sub-grant to another organizations or agencies.

Å This bill is commonly used to obtain funding for hospitals, 
community health centers, schools, workforce development 
centers, medical research facilities, and educational facilities.  



Department of Transportation, and Housing 

and Urban Development, and Related 

Agencies (THUD)
Å Provides funding for the Department of Transportation, Department of Housing and 

Urban Development and several other agencies

Å There are several accounts where discretionary grants are allowed:
ï Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 

Å Transportation, Community and System Preservation Program (TCSP)ðmatch of 20% required

Å Interstate Maintenance Discretionary Program (IMD)ðmatch of 10% require (proposed interstate 
routes are not eligible)

Å Federal Lands Highway Program

Å Ferry Boats and Ferry Terminal Construction Programðmatch of 20% required

ï Federal Transit Administration (FTA)
Å Bus and Bus Facilitiesðmatch of 20% required

Å Alternatives Analysis Programðmatch of 20% required

Å New Startsðmatch of 20% required, but Congress wonôt accept less than 40% match

Å Small Startsðtotal project cost less than $250 million, but the federal share less than $75 million

ï Federal Railroad Administration (FRA)
Å Rail Line Relocation and Improvement Programðmatch of 10% required

ï Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)
Å Grants in Aid for Airports (Airport Improvement Program-AIP)

ï HUD Economic Development Initiative (EDI)

Å The account that is most commonly used for discretionary grants are TCSP, FTA Bus 
and Bus Facilities, and HUD EDI.  



Department of Transportation, and Housing and 

Urban Development, and Related Agencies 

(THUD) continuedé

ÅOther questions you will need to answer if you request any 

transportation funding:
ï What is the state/local share of the project costs?

ï Is the request on the Stateôs Transportation Improvement Plan?

ï Did you check eligibility with the State DOT, FTA, FRA, or FAA?

ï Is the request considered by the State or regional transportation officials as 

critical to their needs and do you have a letters supporting this?

Å HUD EDI funding has many restrictions, so check to ensure that 

your project isnôt prohibited under this account.  



Appropriations Bills

ÅThere are 12 appropriations bills that fund 
all federal departments and programs:
ï Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and Drug Administration, and Related 

Agencies (Ag);

ï Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies (CJS);

ï Defense (DoD);

ï Energy and Water Development, and Related Agencies (Energy);

ï Financial Services and General Government (Financial Services);

ï Homeland Security Appropriations (HS);

ï Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies (Interior);

ï Departments of Labor, Health and Human Services, Education, and Related 
Agencies (LHHS);

ï Legislative Branch (Leg);

ï Military Construction, Veterans Affairs, and Related Agencies (MilCon VA);

ï State, Foreign Operations, and Related Programs (State and Foreign Ops); and

ï Department of Transportation, and Housing and Urban Development, and 
Related Agencies (THUD).



Congresswoman Halvorsonôs 

Application
ÅDeadline is February 12th

ÅApplication is on the Congresswomanôs website 

(house.halvorson.gov)

ÅApplication must be sent electronically to Corey 

Tellez via email by COB (5pmCST/6pmEST) on 

Feb. 12th



Congresswoman Halvorsonôs 

Application continuedé
Å The Congresswoman will submit projects with the best chance of being funded by the 

Appropriations Committee.  She will use the following criteria to make that 
determination:  

ï Regionally Significant: The project is important to a substantial portion of the 11th 
Congressional District.

ï Transformative: The project has the potential to have a real impact on the local economy 
and will put the 11th District at the forefront of the new energy economy.

ï Cost-Effective: The project uses limited funds in an efficient manner in order to produce 
greater impact on the quality of life or economic development in the community.

ï Job Creators: The project creates or attracts jobs; will bolster the 11th Districtôs competitive 
advantage in the global economy.

ï Eligibility: The project complies with eligibility requirements set forth by the Appropriations 
Subcommittees; this includes local and state matching funds, using the funds during Fiscal 
Year 2011, and other requirements under federal law.



Congresswoman Halvorsonôs 

Application continuedé
Å One project per application

Å One recipient per application

Å Funding for Fiscal Year 2011 only

Å Follow instructions
ï Must be emailed to me with name of organization in the subject heading

ï Must stay within word limits

ï Prioritize your requests (if you have more than one)

ï Write in the third person

ï List the bill, department, and account that you think your project will fit under 

Å Answer the question that is asked

Å Get to the point quickly and back up your statements with facts



Things the Subcommittees 

Likes to See:
Å A well thought out program

ï Evidence that the program is needed in the community
ï Evidence that there is a plan to implement the program (if it a new program) 
ï Evidence that the program is working (if it is an already established program)

Å A plan for funding
ï Match requirements:  You should know from where the match is coming 
ï No Match requirements:  You should have an idea from where you will obtain 

additional funding 
ï Program funding:  The Subcommittee likes to see that the organization has a 

plan to continue the program beyond the fiscal year in which you are requesting 
funding

Å Salaries:  Itôs extremely difficult to obtain funding if a majority of the funding is to be 
used for salaries (there are exceptions)

Å Support of or coordination with other organizations in the community
ï This is especially true for transportation funding
ï If you are working with other organizations in the community you should indicate 

that in the project description



Applying to Other Offices

ÅYou should also apply to Senator Durbin and Senator 
Burris
ïThey will have their own applications and application deadlines

ïYou should contact their office directly

ÅIf your organization is asking for funding that will serve 
constituents in the 11th Congressional District and 
another Congressional District you should also apply to 
that Memberôs office

ÅPlease indicate on your application which other offices 
you have applied to for funding



If your organization is listed in a bill 

to receive a discretionary granté
Å The Department will contact your organization and will use the 
information you provided on Congresswoman Halvorsonôs 
application

Å In order to receive the funds you must:
ï Accept the funds

ï Submit a budget and other documentation to your program manager 
indicating how you plan to use the funds

Å You must obligate the funds in fiscal year 2011

Å After you use the funds you must submit documentation proving that 
you used the funds consistent with 
ï the budget you submitted, and  

ï the statutory requirements under the account.



Things to keep in mind

Å All requests submitted by the Congresswoman to the Subcommittee must 
be posted on the  Congresswomanôs website, including the name, address, 
amount requested, purpose for the funding and why it is a valuable use of 
taxpayer funds.

Å This is an extremely long process where you will apply for funding in 
February and may not hear whether your application has been successful 
until the end of the year.

Å There is no guarantee of funding and you should not rely on this funding 
until:
ï (1) You hear from the Congresswomanôs office that (a) one of the bills included 

funding for your organization, and (b) the bill has been signed by the President.

ï (2) You have submitted the correct documentation to the Department that is 
responsible for the funding and they have indicated you have complied with all 
requirements.  

Å This is an extremely competitive process that can be unpredictable at times



Discretionary Grants

Å Deadline:  February 12th 5pmCST/6pmEST

Å Send application to Corey Tellez via email with the name of your 
organization in the subject hearing

Å Application available on Congresswoman Halvoronsô website:  
www.house.halvorson.gov

Å Nick Allen, Regional Director
ïNickolas.Allen@mail.house.gov

ï 815-531-7952

Å Corey Tellez
ïCorey.Tellez@mail.house.gov

ï 202-225-3635

http://www.house.halvorson.gov/
mailto:Nick.Allen@mail.house.gov
mailto:Corey.Tellez@mail.house.gov


Competitive Grants:  How 

Congresswoman Halvorsonôs 

Office Can Help
ÅResources
ïGrants Update

ïCongresswomanôs Website (links to Grants.gov)

ïList of Grant Writers and Consultants

ÅLetters of Support:  Congresswoman can provide a letter 
of support for grant applications
ïAt least one week notice

ïDraft support letter addressed to agency applying to

ÅQuestions or Issues with the Application Process 

ÅQuestions after award received or rejected



www.halvorson.house.gov

ïClick on

ïñServing 
Youò

ïThen, click 
on ñGrantsò

ïGrants Page:

-How to best find 
information

- Key Federal 
Funding Sources

-Related Federal 
Sources



ïñClick hereò 
to sign up for 
grant 
announcement 
page

ïHow do I sign up to 
get grant 
announcements?


